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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a printer capable of 
enhancing a compression ratio by selecting a compression 
method fitted to data from a plurality of compression 
methods to perform compression and the data compressing 
method in the printer. 

SOLUTION: A laser beam printer is equipped with an ROM 4 
storing a plurality of preset compression methods and a 
CPU 3 having a data kind discriminating function analyzing 
the command of received data and discriminating the kind of 
data on the basis of the analytical result, a compression 
method selecting function selecting the compression 
method fitted to the kind of the discriminated data from a 
plurality of the compression methods stored in the ROM 4 
and data compressing function compressing the data on the 
basis of the selected compression method. 
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